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OMS, also called the Dancing Eye Syndrome, is a rare condition usually starting in the second or third year of life and sometimes, but not invariably, associated with an underlying neuroblastoma. It is characterised by opsoclonus (bursts of rapid multi-directional conjugate eye movements),  myoclonus-ataxia (a jerky unsteadiness of posture and movement) and behavioural change usually consisting of irritability which may be extreme. 

There is no diagnostic test and the diagnosis, which depends on recognition of the clinical features, may not always be obvious. This is particularly the case if the opsoclonus is intermittent and fleeting or if the onset is insidious. The diagnosis is important for a number of reasons – first, it should prompt a search for an underlying neuroblastoma; second, the symptoms respond to immunomodulatory treatment such as steroids and intra-venous immunoglobulin and third the neurological disorder carries a substantial risk of long-term motor and cognitive disability and a need for continuing neurodevelopmental  supervision. 

A video will be shown and suggested diagnostic criteria discussed.

